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SOME REMINISCENCES OF HISTORY AND T.C.D. 
TO THE EDITOR ALL IRELAND REVIEW? 

Dear Editor,?Do you remember being invited at 
'* 

Entrance Exam., T^.D.," to compose an essay, setting 
forth the advantages to be derived from the study of 
history ? I fear my essay was but a lame one, my 
experience of history being limited to those works 
entitled, 

" 
Manuals for the Use of Students/' 

" The 
Students' France," 

" 
The Students' Greece," etc., which 

appear to be constructed on the model of an auctioneer's 

catalogue. 
No. 1. Man in armour, fought in such and such battles. 

Died, suddenly, such a date. 
No. 2. Senator and orator. 

Proposed such and such 
laws. Unpopular. Pelted by the populace on such and 
such occasions. Died such a date. 

No. 3. Another man in armour, and so on, and so on, as 
if it were in contemplation to dispose of all these eminent 
persons to the highest bidder. 

I was at a loss, and am still at a loss, to conjecture what 
benefit is to be derived from the perusal of these lists of 
names and dates. 

History is not quite all like this, however. If you are 
careful to shun works prepared for the use of students, 
and look out for the interesting parts, there is some of it 
not so bad. 

One use that I think it may serve is for consolation. 
Whatever sort of fix you may happen to be in, it will go 
hard but you can discover some one in history whose 

predicament 
was as bad or worse. 

Company in misfortune 
is a sort of consolation. Here, for instance, is a passage 
calculated to cheer up any person troubled with the com 

plaint known as shortness of cash :? 

Extract from letter of King Henry IV. of France to " Our good Lord of Rosny "? 
" I am very near my enemies, and hardly a horse fit to 

carry me into the battle, or a complete suit of armour to 

put on ; my shirts are all ragged> my doublets out at 
elbow, my kettle is seldom on the fire, and these last two 

days I have had to dine where I could, for my purveyors 
have informed me that they have not wherewithal to 
furnish my table." 

Another letter to Rosny explains the cause of this dis 
agreeable state of affairs :? 

"I had never/' says Rosny, ''seen this Prince in so 

great a rage as by this letter he appeared to be in, against 
the impositions and rogueries (these were his words) of 
eight gluttons who were given him, he said, instead of 
one that he had before, 

" 
These rascals," added he, 

" 
with 

that prodigious number of intendants, who have brought 
in all their male and female gossips, 

" 
feast together, and 

have consumed above a hundred thousand crowns, a sum 

large enough to drive all the Spaniards out of France." 
The letter winds up by asking Rosny for his opinion as 

to assembling the States of the Kingdom to consider of a 

remedy. 
Times change, but human nature remains much the 

same. You see Henry, like the Editor A.I.R., had his " 
Disciplined Interests 

" to annoy him. M. 
[Yes, Henry of Navarre is one of the world's heroes ; 

but sure we may be that he never felt a hero to himself. 
I have often wondered why he has such a great name, 

and wish I knew more about him. Please recommend a 

good book on the subject.?Ed.] 

BACK TO THE LAND. 

Yesterday evening we had a dinner at the Author's 
Club?Rider Haggard in the chair, Sir Clinton Dawkins 
the guest of the evening. Dawkins is the financier who 
assisted Lords Cromer and Kitchener in financing Egypt, 
and Rider Haggard has now become a knight errant 

whose " 
quest 

" 
is the reinstatement of the dispossessed 

damsel Agriculture upon the soil of England. People 
here who use their brains have begun to see that? 

" 
A bold peasantry their country's pride 
If once destroyed can never be supplied," 

and at the eleventh hour are trying to stop the rush of the 
young people to the towns, leaving the fields untilled. 
Rider Haggard has now ridden over twenty-seven of the 

fifty-two English counties, taking notes, and finds that 
the land is going to the dogs and pheasants. His panacea 
is : buying up land on behalf of the State and letting it in 
small holdings to 

peasants, instead of pheasants, and run 

ning of special 
" 

parcel post 
" 

trains for agricultural pro 
duce. I told him of your own work in this direction, and he 
said : " 

Write to him and tell him of our scheme, and ask 
him to support 

our demand forf parcel post 
' 
trains. There is 

and will be a market here for Irish produce. We are 
Ireland's best customer." I told him we in Ireland are 

moving in the direction of land?royal 
or national? 

domain, and hope to solve the question before the British 

Empire goes to pieces, while the English are too sleepy 
and self-satisfied to do so. He did not seem to have heard 
of your National Conference. 

And so " the Lord be with you, and establish the work 
of your hands."?Yours truly, T. 

[Dear T.,?I don't see any moving in that direction, 

only a general moving towards the most complete 
com 

mercial and mercantile appropriation of the ground that 
we ever had yet in Ireland. 

Are not the lords of land going out and small purchasers 
taking their places ? All the " 

Thrones, Dominations, 
Princedoms, Virtues, Powers," of this Irish world seem 
to me to be moving straight towards a ruthless exploita 
tion of the earth ; as 

unmitigated 
a commercialisation as 

that which now prevails in our towns. 
Thanks for your interesting letter. Give my kind 
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